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indicate the extent of the problem confronting us, but now exact
defimtization of facts demands quantitative studies under controlled
experimental conditions and an unbiassed presentation of the results
obtained." However she warns against inferring too much from
arbitrary situations, cold manipulation, and forgetfulness of the child
as an individual.

Her survey of the history and results of child study up to the
present is thorough, yet admirably concise.

fyassar College MIRIAM C GOULD.

A Study of Women Delinquents in New York State By MABEL R.
FERNALD, MARY H. S. HAYES and ALMENA DOWLEY, with a statis-
tical chapter by Beardsley Ruml and a preface by Kathenne Be-
ment Davis Publication of the Bureau of Social Hygiene, N. Y
The Century Co, 1920. 542 p.

This is the first extensive study of women delinquents given expert
statistical treatment with modern methods. Its 225 tables are critically
analyzed and conclusions summarized at the end of each chapter,
making the work satisfying alike to readers with or without a thorough
comprehension of the technique used

Unfortunately the data are confined to mental capacity and the main
facts, of personal and environmental history, because adequate data
for physical and medical facts could not be obtained.

The groups studied were (1) N Y. State Reformatory women be-
tween the ages of 16 and 30 convicted of felonies and misdemeanors;
(2) Auburn State Prison felons; (3) Magdalen Home Sex offenders;
(4) N. Y. County Penitentiary; (5) Workhouse, and (6) Women's
Night Court cases Inebriates were omitted because of inability to
obtain accurate information from them, but this eliminates many men-
tal defectives and therefore introduces a serious source of error A
further defect is the variation in time period over which cases in the
different institutions were examined No control series for compari-
son with the normal population was used and comparison with men
criminals was futile because the offenses of male convicts are not
comparable.

Mental condition was ascertained by the Binet Simon 1911, Yerkes,
Bridges and Stanford Revision Scales, the Wooley series, some edu-
cational and individual standard tests of ability. Social investigations
were made through visits to the home, relatives, employees and other
agencies having knowledge of the offender. A correlation of 38 was
found between delinquency and intelligence, also significant correla-
tions between mental capacity and type of occupation, mental capacity
and earning capacity, age and number of previous convictions, age at
first conviction and condition of the home

No correlation was found between age of leaving school and age of
first conviction, nor between grade reached m school and number of
convictions Lack of education, therefore, is not responsible for
delinquency.

Furthermore, the popular conception that low and irregular wages
are responsible finds no confirmation here, for a positive correlation
could not be found between earning capacity and number of convictions

Foreign white women made up a smaller percentage in each insti-
tutional group than is present in the population as a whole, yet the
offenses of the foreign delinquents were more serious on the whole
than those of the natives.
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There were more domestic workers in the group than in the general
population and a lower average standard of education among them
than in the other occupations represented. The older women had a
lower grade of education than that reached by the younger cases.

No relation appeared between intelligence and habitual use of alco-
hol, drugs or cigarettes, but the prostitutes were distinctly mentally
inf erior to those whose crimes were against property.

In 15.9% of the delinquent's families some other member had been
convicted of crime, but the data was too inadequate to enter into a
study of hereditary aspects. Most of them were from self-supporting
families and born of parents not at age extremes.

In several particulars the findings are in substantial agreement with
those of Goring's figures for the English convict, but the authors are.
cautious in their deductions and fully aware of the inconclusiveness of
their evidence. MIBIAM C. GOVJJD.

Vassar College.


